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1 ro 


Introduction 
he second year of Rasülullah's Acsa‘eeii stay in Madinah 
saw as many as eight expeditons in which he participated. 
These included the battles of al-Abwa', Bawat, Sawiq and 
al-Ushayrah. The great victory of Badr also took place in this 
year. Rasülullah iz; also sent many Saraya (expeditions in 
which he did not take part in) to places like Kinanah & Nakhlah. 


In the month of Shawwal, the Banü Qaynuqah broke their treaty 
with Rasülullah Azj«feXjte. They were one of the three Jewish 
tribes who Rasülullah Ázs4feXjtz made peace with when he arrived 
in Madinah. The Muslim army laid siege to their forts and the 
Banü Qaynuqah finally surrendered. Rasülullaàh 3z;4ie5j i2 passed 
the sentence that they be exiled from Madinah. 


Abū Sufyan ibn Harb had not taken part in the battle of Badr 
himself as he had been with the trade caravan which managed to 
evade the Muslim army. After the Qurayshi defeat he made an 
oath to attack Madinah. 


He travelled north from Makkah with his army until he reached a 
date orchard in ‘Arid, which was a locality on the outskirts of 
Madinah. The band killed two people and fled back to Makkah 
with Abü Sufyan thinking his oath had been fulfilled. When 
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Rasülullah zaik found out about this attack, he followed in 
pursuit but the Quraysh managed to get away. 


Many commandments also became compulsory in this year, like 
fasting in the month of Ramadan, the obligatory alms - Zakat and 
the Sadaqat al-Fitr. Rasülullah 3zs«íe5ji» also led both Eid Salah 
for the first time this year. On the occasion of Eid al-Adha', 
Rasülullah zafo sacrificed two rams, one on behalf of himself 
and one on behalf of the Ummah. 


Also, in this year, the youngest daughter of Rasülullah izs4fe5t, 
Fatimah Geauies, married ‘Ali žá. Both Abu Bakr zio and 
‘Umar usi had proposed for her but Rasülullah ázat 
remained quiet. Both the dear Companions &zXis then advised 
‘Ali žais to propose for her and this proposal was accepted. The 
dowry which was given to Fatimah @zailz5 is still used as a basis 
for many of the dowries today. 


Ka‘ab ibn al-Ashraf was a resident of Madinah. However, he 
harboured great enmity towards Rasülullah izs4fext2 and the 
Muslims. He was always finding opportunities to cause them 
harm. Upon Rasülullah izjX2 request, Muhammad ibn 
Maslamah zís, and a few Companions %4 hatched a plan 
and managed to put an end to his treachery once and for all. 


The threat to the Muslims was constant and soon they would be 
faced with their biggest challenge yet. 
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Revenge 


he Quraysh had suffered a humiliting defeat in the battle 

of Badr. Those people who had lost members of their 

family and friends during this battle were seeking 
revenge. 


The leaders of the Quraysh including Abü Sufyan ibn Harb, 
‘Abdullah ibn Abū Rabi‘ah, “Ikrimah ibn Abū Jahl, Harith ibn 
Hisham, Huwaytib ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza’, Safwan ibn Ummayah and 
many more gathered together. 


It was mentioned, that the caravan which was under threat had 
returned safely, meaning the caravan that Abi Sufyan had led and 
for whose protection he had sought help from the rest of the 
Quraysh. It was proposed that the investment the Quraysh made 
in the caravan should be shared out accordingly but the entire 
profit made by this caravan should be used to fight against 
Muhammad izs4feijtz. In this manner, revenge could be taken by 
all those who lost their friends and family in the battle of Badr. 

to this, andthe profit which totalled * yes 
50,000 dinars was gathered 


together for this purpose. S, 


p" 
eh 


The Quraysh unanimously agreed et 
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Surah al-Anfal 
Allah 3553. then revealed the following verse from Sürah al- 
Anfal regarding this event: 


"Surely, those who disbelieve spend their wealth to prevent 
(people) from the way of Allah. So, they shall spend it, then it 
will become remorse for them, then they shall be overpowered" 





! Sürah al-Anfal verse 36 
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Abū ‘Azzah - ‘Amr ibn ‘Abd-Allah al-Jumahi 

Rasülullah Acsaecii\e had freed Abū “Azzah after the battle of Badr. 
He had been one of the captives, but due to his poverty and large 
family, Rasülullah Asa‘c2ij took pity on him and let him return 
to Makkah. 


Safwan ibn ‘Ummayah asked Abii ‘Azzah to 
accompany them to Madinah. Abu 
‘Azzah was a poet so Safwan asked 

him to assist them with his tongue, 
meaning with his poetry. Abū 

‘Azzah informed him that he had 

been freed by Rasūlullāh {zaii 

and he would not want to go against 





him. 


Safwan then asked him to assist them with his presence. If Safwan 
returned to Makkah after the battle, he would make Abt ‘Azzah a 
rich man. If Abt ‘Azzah did not return, Safwan would treat his 
daughters as if they were his. 


Abū ‘Azzah agreed and then went to the Banū Kinanah and 
encouraged them to battle by reciting some couplets. 
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Wahshi ibn Harb 

Tu'aymah ibn “Adiy was one of the Quraysh who had fallen in the 
battle of Badr at the hands of Hamzah ža. His nephew Jubayr 
ibn Mut‘im had an Abyssinian slave called Wahshi who was skilled 
in the art of throwing the javelin. 


Jubayr told Wahshi to go with the Qurayshi army and I 
take revenge for his uncle. He was told if he killed á 







Hamzah XX, the uncle of Rasülullah 
JcssdeSive, then he would be free. Wahshi 
accompanied the Qurayshi army with a 
sole purpose in mind, to gain his 
freedom. 


The Qurayshi Women 

The Quraysh put a lot of effort into their preparation and even 
decided to take their women folk with them who could encourage 
the men to fight. They would recite poetry to urge them into 
battle and stop them from running away. 


With the women present, the Quraysh would not want to leave 


them vulnerable so would fight even harder and not even 
consider fleeing from the battlefield. 
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There was a total of 15 women who accompanied the army. Some 
of their names were: 


Hind bint “Utbah 

Umm Hakim bint al-Harith ibn Hisham 
Fatimah bint al-Walid ibn al-Mughayrah 
Barzah bint Mas‘ud 

Raytah bint Munabbih 

Sulafah bint Sa‘ad 

Khunas bint Malik 

‘Amrah bint ‘Alqaamah 


VV VV VV V V 


Par z 


‘Allama Zarqani =; mentions that all of the above women 
embraced Islam except Khunas bint Malik and ‘Amrah bint 
“Alqamah. 


Messengers were sent to the Arab tribes to tell them to join the 
expedition against the Muslims. In this manner, an army of three 
thousand strong was assembled out of which seven hundred were 


armoured. 


Abu Sufyan ibn Harb was leading the army and they left Makkah 
on the 5" of Shawwal, in the 3" year of Hijrah. 


" a 
DA SS BS 


L Aa i 
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"Abbas zań informs the Rasülullah Z2541exijiz 

‘Abbas zie, had seen all the Qurayshi preparations and wrote a 
letter to Rasülullah zak informing him of the situation. He 
sent the letter with a swift messenger and told him Rasülullah 
AcsaScii must receive this letter within 3 days. If the Qurayshi 
army arrived in Madinah without the Muslims knowing, then this 
would be very dangerous. 


The Messenger left and delivered the letter to Rasülullah 
imali. Rasulullah <csaccaii immediately dispatched Anas 
and Muwannas &<d\ to find out information about the Quraysh. 


They came back and informed Rasülullah iz;«fex that the 
Qurayshi army was very close to Madinah. Al-Hubab ibn al- 
Mundhir «ks was then sent to determine the size of the 
Qurayshi force. He came back and gave a correct estimation of 
how large the army was. 


It was the night of Jumu‘ah, and the 





Companions ásás stood guard 
outside Masjid Nabwi as well as the 
outskirts of the city. Sa‘ad ibn 
Mu‘adh, Usayd ibn Hudayr and 
Sa‘ad ibn ‘Ubadah «is were 
among those who guarded the blessed 
Masjid. 
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The Consultation 


he morning arrived and Rasülullah zaf called the 
Companions AX to discuss how best to confront the 
Qurayshi force. 


There were two opinions. The elders from both the Muhajirün and 
Ansar preferred to stay within Madinah and confront the 
Qurayshi army in that way. The younger Companions %4 who 
had not participated in the battle of Badr were eager to confront 
the Quraysh outside of the city. 


Rasülullah iz; said that he had seen a dream. He was in a 
strong coat of mail and there was a cow which was being 
sacrificed. The interpretation of this was that Madinah was the 
strong coat of mail and the cow being sacrificed meant that some 
of his Companions sedi; would be martyred. Therefore, his 
opinion was to fortify themselves into Madinah and confront the 
Quraysh in this manner. 
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also said that in the dream he 
the front part of it broke 
again, the | sword 
before. The 

Companions 
attacked the 
ar to fight in 


Rastlullah izjfexe 
moved his sword, and 











away. When he moved it 
became even stronger than 
interpretation of this was that the 


Ex were like the sword which 
enemy. To take the Companions Asis 


the path of Allah 45; was the moving of the 
sword. The front part of the sword breaking meant 


some of the Companions zziz would be martyred in the battle 
of Uhud. The sword becoming stronger and sharper than before 
meant, in subsequent battles, the Companions sedi, would be 
stronger than before and be used even more against the enemy. 


“Abdullah ibn Ubay, the leader of the hypocrites was also asked for 
his opinion because of his intelligence. He said that whenever any 
enemy attacked Madinah and the people stayed inside the city 
and encountered them, 
then they were 
victorious. If they went 
outside the city, then 
they were unsuccessful. 
He advised Rasülullah 
Acsaletiike not to leave 
the city. If the enemy 





were to force 
themselves into the city, then the men would fight them with 
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their swords and the women and children would throw stones at 
them from the roofs. If the enemy cannot enter the city, then they 
would return in low spirits. 


Other Companions £X insisted on leaving the city and 
encountering the Quraysh outside like Hamzah, Nu‘man ibn Malik 


and Sa‘ad ibn *Ubadah sical. 


Hamzah “edi, said: 





TAEI 


‘By the One who revealed the Book to you, I will not eat any food 


until I fight the enemy with my sword outside of the city’ 
Rasülullah zako led the Jumu‘ah Salah, then advised and 


encouraged everybody for battle. He then ordered everyone to 
prepare for battle. 
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The Preparation of Rasülullahiz;desj 
After ‘Asr Salah, Rasülullah iz; entered his quarters. His 
two Companions, Abū Bakr and ‘Umar &zX;z accompanied him. 


Rasülullah áz; was still inside when Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh and 
Usayd ibn Hudayr &zXio5 told the others that they had forced 
Rasülullah zak to confront the enemy outside of the city 
even though the Revelation of Allah Sal: keeps coming to 
Rasülullah Acsaexii~. It would be better if the decision were left 
to the opinion of Rasülullah Azs4de iji. 


Just then Rasülullah 3zs«íc5ji2 came out of his quarters, donning 
two coats of armour and his weapons. The Companions EA 
told Rasülullah zafo that they had mistakenly insisted 
against his opinion and this was not appropriate for them. They 
requested that he act upon his own opinion. 


Rasülullah ára said ‘It is not permissible for a Prophet to 
don his armour and then take it off until he has fought the 
enemies of Allah (52534. Now go forth on Allah's name and do 
as I command you and understand this, that as long as you remain 
patient and steadfast then victory and help from Allah 355 is 
only for you.' 
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The Muslim Army leaves Madinah 


n the 11" of Shawwal, on the day of Jumu‘ah, after ‘Asr 
Salah, Rasülullah iz; left the city of Madinah with 
one thousand Companions cai. ‘Abdullah ibn Umm 


^ 


D 


Maktüm ží was left in Madinah to lead Salah. 
Rasülullah iz; was riding a horse with Sa‘ad ibn Mu'adh 
and Sa‘ad ibn ‘Ubadah &zi;s in front of him. The rest of the 


3 2 8 tu c 


Companions AAicz were on his right and left. 


The Checking of the troops 

The Muslim army reached Maqam Shaykhayn where Rasülullah 
Acsailetiie checked the army.  Shaykhayn is the name of 2 
mountains which are located between Madinah and Uhud. The 
red marker on the map below shows the approximate location of 
Maqam Shaykhayn with Masjid Nabwi to the right and the 


mountain of Uhud to the left. 
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All those Companions 24e who were young of age were sent 


- 


back. Some of these were: 


Usamah ibn Zayd edits; 
Zayd ibn Thabit zás 

Abū Sa'id al-Khudri zziz 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar xd 


ry 


Sor 90 A, = 
* 


Usayd ibn Zuhayr eiks 
Aws ibn *Arabah zziz; 
Bara ibn ‘Azib zais 


Zayd ibn Arqam ží 


ry 


VV VV VV V WV 


Imam Shafi æ mentions that 17 Companions Peis were 
presented to Rasülullah <is.:2ij who were fourteen years old. 
Rasülullah 
Acai sent 
them back as they 


were not mature. 


When presented to 
Rasülullah 
Jade ve the 


following ^ year, 
when they were 
fifteen, they were 





given permission. 
If you go to Madinah today you will see a Masjid in this location 
called Masjid al-Shaykhayn. 
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Rafi‘ ibn Khadij & Samurah ibn Jundab Beal; 

One of the young Companions was Rafi‘ ibn Khadij es. He 
stood up on his toes so he could appear to be taller and Rastlullah 
Acsa‘lctii gave him permission to remain in the army. It was also 


said that he was a skilled archer. 


Samürah ibn Jundab ZeXiez, was the same age as Rafi‘ ibn Khadij 
Aedes}. He said to his stepfather Murrah ibn Sinan šas, that 
Rafi‘ ieis had got permission and he had been left, even though 
he was stronger than him and could better him in a wrestling 
match. 


Murrah ibn Sinan ží said to Rasülullah Jas. that he had 
given Rafi‘ ail; permission but told his son to go back, even 
though he could beat him in a wrestling match. 


RafiS and Samürah &zX5s then wrestled each other upon the 
request of Rasülullah izs4fejtz. Samürah zeis beat Rati’ zais 
so he was also given permission to join the battle. 
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The Betrayal of the Hypocrites 

The Muslim army was one thousand strong whilst the Qurayshi 
army numbered three thousand. They were also far better 
equipped than the army of Rasülullah zsak. 


Out of the one thousand, three hundred were led by *Abdullah ibn 
Ubay who was the leader of the hypocrites. The hypocrites were 
those people who professed to be Muslim on the outside but inside 
they did not believe in Islam. 


When the Muslim army were close to Uhud, ‘Abdullah ibn Ubay 
took the three hundred who were with him and returned to 
Madinah. His excuse was that Rasülullah jzs«íc3jc» had not 
listened to his advice and opinion therefore why should they risk 
their lives without a reason. They also said that this was not a 
battle, if they thought it was then they would help them. 


The Muslim army was now reduced to seven hundred facing three 


thousand. The odds were now more than four to one in favour of 
the Quraysh. 
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The Revelation 
Allah 3553 then revealed the following verse: 


^ 
E w 
"I 


> 4 ae " t? ~\- 
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“And in order to know those who are hypocrites. It was said to 
them, “Come on, fight in the way of Allah, or defend.” They said, 
“Had we known it to be a fight we would have certainly followed 
you.” That day, they were nearer to disbelief than they were to 


Belief. They utter from their mouths what is not in their hearts. 
Allah knows well what they conceal.” 


Out of the seven hundred remaining troops, only one hundred had 


armour and there were only two horses between them, one that 


? Sürah Al-‘Imrdan verse 167 
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was for Rasülullah zaf and the other belonged to Abū Burda 
- Hani ibn Nayyar Harithi žais. 


Now two more tribes also thought about going back to Madinah, 
the Banü Salamah from Khazraj and the Bani Haritha from Aws, 
but Allah 1 5 zzZ saved them and they did not return. Allah 
ISa sent the following Revelation regarding this: 


nor miedo 
Leb Sá dt es 2275 2 


"When two of your groups were about to lose heart, while Allah 
was their guardian! It is in Allah alone that the believers must 
place their trust." 


Quraysh 


3000 


200 


700 





> Sarah Al-‘Imrdan verse 122 
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The Night before Battle 
asulullah Az;4feXve was still at Maqam Shaykhayn when 
the sun set. Bilal 4s gave the Adhan and Rasülullah 
ize led the Maghrib Salah. The Muslim army laid 
camp for the night in that place. 


Muhammad ibn Maslamah xes looked after the army for the 
entire night. From time to time he would circle the whole army 
and then come back and guard the tent of Rasülullah Ajeet. 


When it came to the end of the night, Rasülullah 
Axe started to travel. When the time for Fajr arrived, the 
Muslims army was close to the mountain of Uhud. 


Bilal “dsl, was given the command to give the Adhan. He gave 
the Adhàn and then the Iqamah. Rasülullah izs4fextz led the 
entire Muslim army in Fajr Salah. 
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The Battle Lines 
fter Rasülullah zaf completed Fajr, he turned his 
attention to the army. The battle lines were formed with 


Madinah in front of them and the mountain of Uhud 


behind them. 





Uhud lies about 3 miles north of Madinah and is a group of 
mountains with many peaks. It is over 4.6 miles in length and at 
its highest point is 1,077 metres. It is the highest mountain in 
Madinah. It is mentioned in many Ahadith including one narrated 


26 


by Anas ibn Malik žá where Rasülullah Acsaclcaiile said: 
» 4 


"This is a mountain that loves us, and we love it". 


* Sahih al-Bukhari 4083 
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Archers Mount 

Rasülullah isset instructed fifty archers to be stationed on a 
small mound which was just to the south of Uhud. The reason for 
this was to protect the Muslims army being attacked from behind. 





The Qurayshi army would not be able to confront the Muslim 
army through the gap between the Archers Mountain and Uhud. 


‘Abdullah ibn Jubayr žais; was put in charge of them. They were 
given clear instructions that if they see the Muslims winning the 
battle, they should not move from their position. Also, if they saw 
the Quraysh gaining the upper hand over the Muslims, again they 
should not move at all. 


In another narration it mentions they should not move even if 
they see the Muslims getting killed or collecting the spoils. 
25|Page 


Part 17 - The Battle of Uhud (I) 


The Qurayshi Army 
T he Qurayshi army had already arrived and laid camp close 


the mountain of Uhud. As well as the two hundred horses, 

there were also three thousand camels. The women who 
had accompanied the army were reciting poetry and encouraging 
them to fight. 


The main army was being led by Abü Sufyan ibn Harb. There were 
five more leaders who were appointed over the various sections 
of the army. 


Khalid ibn al-Walid oversaw the right flank 

Ikrimah ibn Abt Jahl oversaw the left flank 

‘Abdullah ibn Abü Rabi‘ah oversaw the archers. 

Safwan ibn Umayyah and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As oversaw the foot 


VV ON WV 


soldiers. 


All the Qurayshi leaders would later embrace Islam. 
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The Sword of Rasülullah izae 

When the two armies had both formed their battle lines, 
Rasülullah iz;44eX t2 took a sword in his hand and addressed the 
army of the believers. He said, "Who can take this sword and fulfil 
its right?'. 


Many of the Companions dil, came forward wanting to the 
take the sword but Rasülullah iz;4cXi2 did not give it to them. 


Abū Dujanah X£Aicz (whose name was Simak ibn Kharashah) got 
up and asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah 3zs«feXjve, what is the right 
of this sword?’ Rasülullah iz; iex said that the right of this 
sword is to fight with it until it becomes bent. Abū Dujanah #4 
then said, ‘I will take the sword with its right’, in other words he 
would fulfil its rights. Rasülullàh izs4de jte then gave him the 
sword right away. 


Abū Dujanah Xz, was a very brave Companion of Rasülullah 
Axe. At the time of battle, he would wear a red turban 


A 





and walk gracefully. It could have been for this reason 
that he was given the sword by Rasūlullāh 
Acsaclexi\as we shall soon see. 
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The Duels 


s per the Arab way in warfare, the battle started off with 

a series of duels. The first person to come forward from 

the Qurayshi army was Abü *Amir. He was a leader from 
the tribe of Aws in the days of ignorance and was known for his 
ascetic lifestyle. Due to this quality he was knows as 'Rahib' which 
meant a monk. When Islam came to Madinah, he did not embrace 
and moved to Makkah. Rasülullah iz;45 i2, rather than call him 
‘Rahib’, called him ‘Fasiq’, which meant corrupt, or open sinner 


When Abi ‘Amir arrived in Makkah, he encouraged the Quraysh 
to raise arms against the Muslims and in the battle of Uhud, he 
accompanied the Qurayshi army. He boasted that when the 
people of Aws see him, they will leave Muhammad idet» and 


join him. 
Abu ‘Amir came out and called: 


Ale gl bl yoy VI pts L 
‘O the people of Aws, I am Abū ‘Amir’ 


The people of Aws replied: 


‘O Fasiq (open sinner), may Allah never make your eyes cool’ 
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When Abu *Amir heard this reply, he turned back dejected and at 
aloss. He said that the condition of his people has changed. 


"Ali exc, and Talhah ibn Abu Talhah 

After this, the flag bearer of the Quraysh, Talhah ibn Abü Talhah 
came out and cried: ‘O you Companions of Muhammad zs sii, 
you think that Allah 35532, will send us quickly to Hell by your 
swords and he will send you quickly to Heaven at the hands of our 
swords? Is there anyone from among you who will go Heaven 
quickly by my sword or will send me quickly to Hell by their 
sword?’ 


As soon as ‘Ali cai; heard this, he went forward to meet his 
challenge. He took his sword and smote Talhah ibn Abū Talhah 
on his leg which made him fall to the floor. When Talhah fell, his 
intimate parts were revealed which caused ‘Ali aks to move 
back from him due to embarrassment. 
Rasülullah dcsaclexil> asked ‘Ali zeit 
the reason for this and he told him. 
‘Ali žais then hit Talhah ibn Abu 
Talhah on the head and completed 
the duel upon which cries of Takbir 






came out from Rasulullah 
{csako and ^ his Companions 


M es 


PINS. 
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Hamzah XX; and Uthman ibn Abu Talhah 
*Uthman ibn Abū Talhah then took up the Qurayshi standard and 
came into the battleground. He recited the following couplet as 


he was advancing: 
aus al aal ee ol Lim cl gl fal Le ol 


‘It is incumbent on the standard bearers that whilst fighting, 
their spear is coloured with the blood of the enemy or it breaks’ 


Hamzah Zé, came forward to confront him and attacked both 
his hands and shoulder causing *Uthman ibn Abū Talhah to drop 
the standard. After a short while Hamzah ZzXW defeated his 
opponent. 


The Remaining Duels 
Abū Sa‘ad ibn Abū Talhah then took up the standard for the 
Quraysh. Sa‘ad ibn Abi Waqqas #4 shot an 





arrow at him which hit him in the neck. Abū Sa‘ad 
advanced but it did not take long for him to 
also meet his fate. 


After this Masafi* ibn Talhah ibn Abt Talhah picked up the 
Qurayshi standard. ‘Asim ibn Thabit zeXiez went forward to meet 
and defeated him in one stroke. 
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Harith ibn Talhah ibn Abü Talhah then took up the Qurayshi 
standard and again ‘Asim ibn Thabit zís; went forward to meet 
and defeated him as well in one stroke. Another opinion is that 
Zubayr Xd, defeated him. 


Kilab ibn Talhah ibn Abü Talhah then took up the Qurayshi 
standard and Zubayr “edi, went forward and defeated him. Up to 
this point, every single Qurayshi flag bearer had been defeated 
each time they advanced. 


Then Julas ibn Talhah ibn Abu Talhah took up the Qurayshi 
standard and was defeated by Talhah zaii. 


Artat ibn Shurahbil was the next to take up the standard and ‘Ali 
zais defeated him. 


Then Shurayh ibn Qariz lifted the standard and advanced. Once 
again, he was defeated but the name of the Companion žais; who 
defeated him is not known. 


Then his slave whose name was Suwab took up the standard and 
came forward. Either Sa‘ad ibn Abi Waqqas izis, Hamzah deciles; 


or ‘Ali žais defeated him. 


In this way atotal of twenty-two of the Quraysh were defeated one 
after another! 
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Abū Dujanah žais 

Rasulullah ássa had given Abū Dujānah edie his sword. 
The Companion who was known for his bravery took out his red 
turban and tied it on his head. He then walked out into the 
battlefield with a swagger. 


When Rasūlullāh 3zs«íc5jt» saw him walking like this he said that 
Allah 355532, severely dislikes this type of walk, except at a time 
like this. 


He cut through the battle lines with all falling under his sword 
until he came right in front of Hind, the wife of Abu Sufyan. He 
lifted his sword but then put it down straight away, as he could 
not hurt a woman with the sword that was given to him by 
Rasülullah izs4esitz. 
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The Martyrdom of Hamzah zaiz 
amzah zð was displaying his bravery on the battlefield 
and was a cause of major concern for the Qurayshi army. 
e Whenever he would raise his sword against anyone, they 
would fall to the floor. When the battle lines had been formed, 
Siba‘ ibn ‘Abd al-‘Uzza went out saying, 


jw oy d 


Ts there anyone to challenge me?' 


Hamzah ží came out to challenge him and dealt a decisive 
blow. In one stroke Siba* was defeated. 


As mentioned earlier, Jubayr ibn Mut‘im had sent his slave Wahshi 
ibn Harb to the battle. He had promised Wahshi his freedom if he 
could kill Hamzah žais in revenge for his uncle Tu‘aymah. 





Wahshi was waiting for Hamzah ZZ 
and hiding behind a rock. When 
Hamzah Zui; passed him, Wahshi 
attacked him from behind and 
pierced him with his spear which 
penetrated his body. 

Hamzah edi, walked a few steps : 
then fell to the floor attaining 
martyrdom. 
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In the Musnad of Abū Dawid Tayalisi, it mentions that Wahshi 
said when he came back to Makkah, he became free. He had only 
gone with the Quraysh with the intention of putting an end to 
Hamzah zziz, he had no intention of fighting. 


After the conquest of Makkah, Wahshi came to Madinah with a 
party from Taif to embrace Islam. Rasülullah Jzs4csitz asked him 
to tell him what had happened with Hamzah XXe. After Wahshi 
zeal, told him, Rasülullah Aces asked him if possible, he 
should not come in front of him as it would remind him of his 


uncle. 


Whenever Wahshi Zale; used to come in the company of 
Rasülullàh iz; X2, he would sit with his back towards him. He 
always had this concern about what could he do to expiate this 
action of his. His expiation came in the form of using the same 
spear he used to martyr Hamzah is to put an end to 
Musaylama al-Kadhdhab, the false Prophet, during the Khilafah of 
Abu Bakr žais. 
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The Martyrdom of Hanzalah xais, 


bu ‘Amir who had earlier challenged the Muslims, had a 

son called Hanzalah zésiz; who had embraced Islam. 

During the battle, Hanzalah Xi, came face to face with 
Abū Sufyan, the leader of the Qurayshi forces. Hanzalah “adil; 
ran towards Abū Sufyan to attack him but Shaddad ibn Aswad 
attacked Hanzalah šas from behind.  Hanzalah žais then 
attained martyrdom. 


Rasülullah áa said that he had seen the Angels bathe 
Hanzalah žá; with hail water from silver utensils. His wife was 
informed of this and it was found out that he had gone out in the 
path of Allah 38,424 whilst he was still in the state of ritual 
impurity and was martyred in this state. 


The Dream 

The night before the martyrdom of Hanzalah šas, his wife had 
seen a dream. In the dream she saw a door open in the Heavens 
and Hanzalah “edi, entered through the door. Once he had 
entered, the door closed. His wife had understood that soon 
Hanzalah zd, would be leaving this world. 


After the fighting had finished, a search was carried out for his 
body and when they found it, they could see there was water 
dripping from his head. And this is the reason why he is known 
as Ghasil al-Malaikah - the one who was bathed by Angels. 
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The Archers 
he bravery shown by the Muslims in the battlefield took 
the wind out of the Quraysh. They started to hide their 
faces and fled from the battlefield. Even the women who 
had accompanied them started running towards the mountains. 


The Muslims now started to busy themselves collecting the spoils 


left behind by the Quraysh on the battlefield. 


Rasülullah zafo had positioned fifty archers on a small 
mound to the back of the battlefield to protect the Muslim army 
from a rear-guard action. 





The archers had been told to not move from their station under 
any circumstance. They could see that the Muslims had won, and 
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were now collecting the spoils, so some of them also went 


forward. 


‘Abdullah ibn Jubayr žais, who had been appointed by 
Rasülullàh iz;4feXjt as their leader, tried his best to stop them. 
He told them that Rasülullah iz; had stressed that they 
should not move from their position under any circumstance. But 
they did not listen and went forward to join the other Muslims 
who were collecting the spoils. 


Initially fifty archers had been posted on the mound and now 
there only remained ‘Abdullah ibn Jubayr edi; and ten of his 


Companions. 
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The Manoeuvre 

Khalid ibn al-Walid who oversaw the Qurayshi right flank, saw this 
window of opportunity and attacked the Muslim army from 
behind. He outflanked the Muslim army by taking advantage of 
the fact that there was now only limited protection for the rear of 
the Muslim army. You can see from the yellow arrows how the 
Qurayshi army managed to attack the Muslim army from behind. 


Protected Area 





‘Abdullah ibn Jubayr zaś and his Companions Acai) were all 
martyred in this manoeuvre. 
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The Tide Turns 


his reverse manoeuvre caused the Muslims battle lines to 
break and now the Quraysh approached Rasülullah 


The standard bearer of the Muslims was Mus‘ab ibn Umayr £e, 
and he was positioned close to Rasülullah Azs4feXjce. He fought 
the Quraysh valiantly until he was martyred. The standard of the 
Muslim army was now given to ‘Ali «ks by Rasulullah 


Mus‘ab ibn Umayr žá looked similar to Rasülullah izj4exjt 
therefore someone called out that Rasülullah iz; has been 
killed. Upon hearing this distressing news, panic spread 
throughout the Muslim army. During this panic, the Muslims 
could not see the difference between friend or foe and their 
swords started to fall upon each other. 


Yaman 4<éii¢; was the father of Hudhayfah Xzdti5. Hudhayfah 
zais could see from a distance that the Muslims were attacking 
his father who was part of their own army. He called out to inform 
them of this, but the sheer confusion of the situation caused the 
warning to be unheeded. 
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Yaman “dil was martyred. When the Muslims found out it was 
the father of Hudhayfah XX o, they were full of remorse. They 
took an oath saying they did not know it was him. 


Hudhayfah zziz then supplicated for them: 


ALS ez Jd gh 9 Sa) AM an 
"May Allah forgive you and He is the Most Merciful of the Merciful’ 


Rasülullah iz;4feXtzz intended to pay blood money to Hudhayfah 
zais but he refused to accept it. This caused the status of 


Hudhayfah <i; to increase even more in the heart of Rasülullah 
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summary 


he Quraysh had been smarting from their defeat at Badr. 

The unlikely victory of a small band of Muslims who had 

not been prepared for battle against a well prepared 
Qurayshi force had left a bitter taste in their mouth. 


The Quraysh now decided to take the battle to the Muslims and 
mustered a force, three thousand strong and well equipped. They 
were accompanied by women as well who encouraged the soldiers 
through their poetry. 


News of their plans was sent by the uncle of Rasülullah zatiko, 
"Abbas xz to his nephew. As soon as Rasülullah ize 
found out, he gathered the Companions zzi; to decide the best 
way to confront the enemy. Some of the Companions EA 
preferred to defend the city from within, whilst others wanted to 
confront the enemy head on in an open battlefield. Rasüulullah 


Acsaclecii chose the latter option. 


The Muslim army was only one third the size of the Qurayshi 
force, so they were already at a disadvantage. However, before 
the battle, ‘Abdullah ibn Ubay, the leader of the hypocrites 
abandoned the army with three hundred of his followers leaving 
the Muslims army numbering only seven hundred. 
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The Muslim army arrived at the base of the Mountain of Uhud, 
which was three miles north of Madinah. This would become the 
site of the second major battle in Islam. 


Rasülullah Azs4fe t2 was a master tactician. He positioned the 
Muslim army with their rear towards the Mountain of Uhud and 
the city of Madinah in front of them. To protect the rear of his 
force, fifty archers were positioned on a small mound. Having the 
higher ground would give them the advantage and enable them 
to confront any of the Quraysh who tried to outflank the Muslim 


army. 


The duels started and one after another, the Qurayshi standard 
bearers fell. A total of twenty-two Qurayshis were defeated 
consecutively. The battle raged and the Muslims fought bravely, 
however they did suffer casualties. 


The uncle of Rasülullah Actes, Hamzah Xai, was martyred 
by Wahshi, who at the time had not embraced Islam. His master, 
Jubayr ibn Mut‘im had lost his uncle in the battle of Badr at the 
hands of Hamzah “edi, and he wanted revenge. Wahshi was told 


he could earn his freedom by killing Hamzah “edi, and this is 
what he did. 


The Muslims gained the upper hand and the Quraysh started to 
flee from the battlefield. The Muslims then started to busy 
themselves collecting the spoils left by the Quraysh. 
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The archers who had been positioned on the mound saw this and 
thought victory had been achieved. They wanted to also join in 
collecting the booty. 


‘Abdullah ibn Jubayr aś told them that they had been given 
clear instructions by Rasülullàh Acsaeaii to not abandon their 
post under any circumstance whether this be victory or defeat. 
Unfortunately, his pleas were not heard, and he was left with only 
ten Companions 2XeAWs. 


Khalid ibn al-Walid, one of the Qurayshi leaders who would later 
become an illustrious Companion, saw that the mound no longer 
had all of the archers on it, so they could now attack the rear of 
the Muslims army. He performed a flanking movement during 
which ‘Abdullah ibn Jubayr eal, and his Companions Acai; all 
reached the hereafter. 


The Muslim army was now attacked from behind and this caused 
disarray in the Muslims ranks. The Muslim battle lines broke and 
now the tide of the battle turned in favour of the Qurayshi. 


They saw Rasülullah zafo and headed towards him. Mus‘ab 
ibn Umayr Xe£izs lost his life protecting Rasülullah 3z«íeAiio. 
Due to his resemblance to Rasülullàh zaf, someone cried 
out that Rasülullah zafe had been killed. Upon hearing this 
news, the Muslim army lost their senses and now confusion 
reigned among their ranks. 
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